Teacher Notes				Session 1: Why is learning a language important?

Lesson Objective:
To identify reasons for learning languages in today’s world

Resources:
PowerPoint Slides – Session 1- Why is language learning important- MFL Transition Project
(Optional) Worksheet – Session 1- Why is language learning important – MFL Transition Project

Activity One- Speak for my team activity 
[bookmark: _GoBack](suggested time for full activity – 15-20 minutes)
Students are considering why it is important to learn a language.  This activity is broken down into stages in order to allow students to have dedicated thinking time.
Step One (suggested time 1 minute) – students are just thinking (no writing or speaking), how many reasons can students think of why learning a language is important.
Step Two (suggested 5 minutes) – students write down as many ideas they can on their own mind map independently and in silence for why learning languages is important.
Step Three (suggested 5-10 minutes) – students now have the opportunity to share their ideas in small groups. Students should be encouraged to listen to their peers’ ideas and record extra ideas onto their own mind map. 
At this stage, the class teacher should ask students to share their ideas with the whole group.
Ideas to support discussion in this task:
· increase job opportunities
· understand other cultures and ways of life
· research says that learning a language can improve memory
· develop confidence
· improve communication skills 
· get more enjoyment from holidays abroad
Extra questions to challenge students:
· Why do you think learning a language help your memory?
· Why do you think there are more opportunities for jobs if you know another language?
· Why is it important to understand other cultures which are different from our own?
Activity Two- Elevator Pitch 
(suggested time – 5 – 10 minutes to prepare their pitch)
Using the ideas which have been discussed as a group, students should be given time to come up with a one minute catchy presentation to share with the class to say why learning a language is important. Encourage students to make their pitch snappy and persuasive. 

Students can then be invited to present their pitches at the front of the classroom.
On slide 6, there is a YouTube video with elevator style music which can be played (if desired) for effect as students present their pitches.  
Link to video: 
https://youtu.be/jj0ChLVTpaA?si=Vpjm5Ou-MjuV63JM   (Elevator Music – One Minute)

Extra
You may wish for students to record reasons for learning a language as their peers present to support listening skills. 

Activity Three- Summary Pyramid
(suggested time – 5 minutes)
This is the opportunity for students to reflect on the session. They should note down:
· One language they would like to learn
· Two questions they have about learning languages in the future
· Three reasons why we should learn languages.

Extra
“The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.”- Ludwig Wittgenstein
Opportunity for extra discussion around the quote.

