Teacher Notes				Session 3: Why is learning a language important?

Lesson Objective:
To research reasons why learning a language is so important.

Resources:
PowerPoint Slides – Session 3- Why is language learning important- MFL Transition Project
Paper (A3 might work best for group presentation- you may wish to use bigger)
Felt-tip pens/pencil crayons
Alternative -You may want children to create a digital presentation e.g. PowerPoint presentation
Slide One
Share the learning objective with pupils.
Slide Two
Explain to the pupils that they have already explored reasons why people choose to learn a language.
Ask what reasons they have identified so far.
Possible answers might include:
· increase job opportunities
· understand other cultures and ways of life
· research says that learning a language can improve memory
· develop confidence
· improve communication skills 
· get more enjoyment from holidays abroad
Explain to the pupils that in this session they will be using the internet to research the benefits of learning a language.







Slide 3 – Activity 1 - Research Task 
(suggested time – 5 minutes for research, 10 minutes for presentation preparation, 2-3 minutes for each group to present)
Introduce the task to pupils, explaining that they are research the science behind learning a language before creating a short presentation about their findings.
Encourage children to be specific in their research due to the limited time they have. Suggested research questions have been included to direct line of enquiry.
Questions pupils may wish to research:
· How does learning a language change the brain?
· What health benefits are there for a language learner?
· How does a bilingual/multilingual brain compare to a monolingual one?

Slide 4 
Suggested websites are provided for those requiring more help in locating information.

Slide 5 – Activity 2 - Presenting 
(suggested time – 2-3 minutes for each group to present)
Invite groups to present their findings at the front to their peers. Celebrate any interesting discoveries made.
Suggested feedback questions post-presentation:
Which fact surprised you the most? Why?
Has this task made you think differently about languages? How so?
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